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36 CFR Ch. XII (7–1–12 Edition) § 1260.42 

are scanned and brought to the Wash-
ington, DC, metropolitan area in elec-
tronic form for review by equity-hold-
ing agencies.) 

§ 1260.42 How does the NDC process 
referrals of Federal Records? 

(a) All referrals are processed 
through the IRC. 

(b) Agencies will have one year from 
the time they receive formal notifica-
tion of referrals by the NDC to review 
their equity in the records. If an agen-
cy does not complete its review within 
one year of formal notification, its in-
formation will be automatically de-
classified in accordance with section 
3.3(d)(3)(B) of the Order unless the in-
formation has been properly exempted 
by an equity holding agency under sec-
tion 3.3 of the Order. 

(c) Once notified, the agencies will 
coordinate their review with the NDC 
so the NDC can properly manage the 
workflow of the IRC. 

§ 1260.44 How does the NDC process 
RAC Project referrals? 

(a) The Presidential Libraries use the 
RAC Project to process referrals. 

(b) Agencies will be notified of RAC 
Project referrals according to an an-
nual prioritization schedule via the 
NDC. 

(c) The RAC Project identifies the 
primary agency with equity in the 
record. 

(d) The primary agency will have up 
to one year from the time it is notified 
of their referral to complete the review 
of its equity and identify all other 
agencies (‘‘secondary agencies’’) with 
an interest in the record. If an agency 
does not complete its review in one 
year, its equity will be automatically 
declassified. 

(e) Secondary agencies receiving no-
tification of their referrals through the 
RAC Project will have up to one year 
from the date of notification to com-
plete their review. 

§ 1260.46 How does the Department of 
Defense process referrals? 

(a) The Department of Defense (DOD) 
established the Joint Referral Center 
(JRC) to review DOD agencies’ records 
and all DOD equities within those 

records for declassification in accord-
ance with section 3.3 of the Order. 

(b) The JRC shall include sufficient 
quality assurance review policies that 
are in accordance with policies at the 
NDC and will provide the NDC with 
sufficient information on the results of 
these reviews to facilitate non-DOD 
agency referral processing and final ar-
chival processing for public release. 

(c) NARA may loan accessioned 
records to the JRC for this purpose. 

Subpart D—Automatic 
Declassification 

§ 1260.50 How are records at NARA re-
viewed as part of the automatic de-
classification process? 

(a) Consistent with the requirements 
of section 3.3 of Executive Order 13526 
on automatic declassification, NARA 
staff may review for declassification 
records for which the originating agen-
cies have provided written authority to 
apply their approved declassification 
guides. The originating agency must 
review records for which this authority 
has not been provided. 

(b) Agencies may choose to review 
their own records that have been trans-
ferred to NARA’s legal custody, by 
sending personnel to the NARA facility 
where the records are located to con-
duct the declassification review. 

(c) Classified materials in the Presi-
dential Libraries may be referred to 
agencies holding equity in the records 
through the RAC Project. 

§ 1260.52 What are the procedures 
when agency personnel review 
records in NARA’s legal and phys-
ical custody? 

(a) NARA will: 
(1) Make the records available to 

properly cleared agency reviewers; 
(2) Provide space for agency review-

ers in the facility in which the records 
are located to the extent that space is 
available; and 

(3) Provide training and guidance for 
agency reviewers on the proper han-
dling of archival materials. 

(b) Agency reviewers must: 
(1) Follow NARA security regulations 

and abide by NARA procedures for han-
dling archival materials; 
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